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grounding in the Scriptures, from which he could freely
quote. He spoke well, and wrote easily in a style quite his
own, but it apparently did not occur to him to make use
of this gift except in correspondence; his life was always
active rather than contemplative. He took part, his son
informs us, in every military enterprise undertaken by the
(TOWH, until he left for India. He himself has stated that
he served continuously under two kings, but that his services
never met with any special recognition; for some reason he
appears to have been overlooked, while posts of principal
command, with the honours and emoluments pertaining to
them, were given to others.

After so many years of Arzila, with intervals of Court
duty at home, the opportunity of leading three ships across
some thousand leagues of little-known ocean and of negotiat-
ing directly with Eastern kings must have come as a welcome
change.

Albuquerque had no special ties in Portugal. His property
consisted of a " quinta" at Alhandra and another at
Atouguia, some pine-woods and vineyards at Alhos Vedros,
and sundry pensions purchased from the King. He was
unmarried; his family was composed of several sisters, a
number of nephews and nieces, in whose careers he took a
paternal interest, and one small illegitimate son (mother
unknown),'1 who meant rather less to him. Being a con-
scientious man, Albuquerque duly legitimated the little Braz,
handed him over to be brought up by his aunt D. Isabel,
and then sometimes forgot that he existed. The real ab-
sorbing interest of Albuquerque's life was to see the flag of
Portugal borne in triumph through the world, and the
glory of bearing it himself was the only treasure he desired.

Such was the man who, after waiting half a lifetime,
found an outlet for his gifts at last,

1 Her name is given, as Joana Vicente in the deed of legitimation* Who she was
haa not been discovered.